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The project had been called a mad enterprise, a
pious fantasy. It was both. But the powerful noble-
men, the rich merchants, and the great ladies who
brought to it their influence and their money were as
determined to carry through the project to a successful
conclusion as those who had conceived it. They made
a compact among themselves to draw no funds from
the public treasury, but to find by their own efforts,
and without benefits for themselves, the sums of
money that the completion of their plan would require.
Obstacles, objections and disappointments were never
too great to discourage them. At their head was Le
Royer, who spent himself more and more, the closer he
came to the realization of his dream.

Already this extraordinary man merited the title of
Intendant of Montreal which was to be conferred upon
him by the author of the Relation of 1645. He directed
everything, saw to everything. He was, now, alone,
for M. Olier, who had fallen ill, had for the time being
lost interest in the enterprise. It was Le Royer who, in
the end, took title to the island of Montreal and turned
it over to the Societe de Notre Dame. Without delay
he shipped to Quebec implements and provisions, to be
in readiness for the establishment of the new colony.
On horseback or in coach he scoured the country re-
cruiting colonists.

It was Le Royer, too, who conceived the idea that
the new colony must have a military leader, since the
colonists might have to fight against "the enemies of
God and the State" as personified by the Iroquois. He
searched far and wide for a man, both brave and
generous, to take the command. Great was his joy
when there came to him a letter from Paris with these